An early sixteenth century optometrist 's shop: Jacob Cornelisz. van Oostsanen's "Lx siin tiid".
In Jacob Cornelisz. van Oostsanen's early Dutch painting (ca. 1511-1514), an elderly gentleman hands a pair of spectacles to a young woman within a richly filled interior. Although the painting has acquired various names and is described more generally as a genre piece, no research has considered its specific imagery and the reason for its commission. This article argues that the painting depicts an early sixteenth century eyeglass maker's shop and may even be the earliest known advertisement for such an establishment.